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Not a stray stick nor stone was to be seen, for Mrs.
Rachel would have seen it if there had been. Privately
she was of the opinion that Marilla Cuthbert swept that
yard over as often as she swept her house. One could
have eaten a meal off the ground without overbrimming
the proverbial peck of dirt.

Mrs. Rachel rapped smartly at the kitchen door and
stepped in when bidden to do so. The kitchen at Green
Gables was a cheerful apartment—or would have been
cheerful if it had not been so painfully clean as to give it
something of the appearance of an unused parlor. Its
windows looked east and west; through the west one,
looking out on the back yard, came a flood of mellow
June sunlight; but the east one, whence you got a
glimpse of the bloom white cherry-trees in the left
orchard and nodding, slender birches down in the
hollow by the brook, was greened over by a tangle of
vines. Here sat Marilla Cuthbert, when she sat at all,
always slightly distrustful of sunshine, which seemed to
her too dancing and irresponsible a thing for a world
which was meant to be taken seriously; and here she
sat now, knitting, and the table behind her was laid for
supper.
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HAPTER 1. Mrs. Rachel Lynde is Surprised

she was of the opinion that Marilla Cuthbert swept that
yard over as often as she swept her house. One could
have eaten a meal off the ground without overbrimming
the proverbial peck of dirt.

Mrs. Rachel rapped smartly at the kitchen door and
stepped in when bidden to do so. The kitchen at Green
Gables was a cheerful apartment—or would have been
cheerful if it had not been so painfully clean as to give it
something of the appearance of an unused parlor. Its
windows looked east and west; through the west one,
looking out on the back yard, came a flood of mellow
June sunlight; but the east one, whence you got a
glimpse of the bloom white cherry-trees in the left
brchard and nodding, slender birches down in the
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did that and the whole family died irn fearfull agonies.
Only, it was a girl in that instance.”

"Well, we're not getting a girl," said Marilla, as if
poisoning wells were a purely feminine accomplishment
and not to be dreaded in the case of a boy. "I'd never
dream of taking a girl to bring up. I wonder at Mrs.
Alexander Spencer for doing it. But there, SHE wouldn't
shrink from adopting a whole orphan asylum if she took
it into her head."

Mrs. Rachel would have liked to stay until Matthew
came home with his imported orphan. But reflecting
that it would be a good two hours at least before his
arrival she concluded to go up the road to Robert Bell's

Matthew and Marilla don't know anything about children
and they'll expect him to be wiser and steadier that his
own grandfather, if so be's he ever had a grandfather,
which is doubtful. It seems uncanny to think of a child
at Green Gables somehow; there's never been one
there, for Matthew and Marilla were grown up when the
new house was built—if they ever WERE children, which
is hard to believe when one looks at them. I wouldn't be
in that orphan's shoes for anything. My, but I pity him,
that's what."

So said Mrs. Rachel to the wild rose bushes out of the
fulness of her heart; but if she could have seen the child
who was waiting patiently at the Bright River station at
'hat very moment her pity would have been still deeper
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and show yourself grateful. Why, child, whatever is the
matter?"

"I'm crying," said Anne in a tone of bewilderment. "I
can't think why. I'm glad as glad can be. Oh, GLAD
doesn't seem the right word at all. I was glad about the
White Way and the cherry blossoms—but this! Oh, it's
something more than glad. I'm so happy. I'll try to be
so good. It will be uphill work, I expect, for Mrs.
Thomas often told me I was desperately wicked.
However, I'll do my very best. But can you tell me why
I'm crying?"

"T suppose it's because you're all excited and worked
up," said Marilla disapprovingly. "Sit down on that chair
and try to calm yourself. I'm afraid you both cry and
laugh far too easily. Yes, you can stay here and we will
try to do right by you. You must go to school; but it's

onlv a fortniaht till vacation so it ien't warth while far

"No; you'll call me just plain Marilla. I'm not used to
being called Miss Cuthbert and it would make me
nervous."

"Tt sounds awfully disrespectful to just say Marilla,"
protested Anne.

"T quess there'll be nothing disrespectful in it if you're
careful to speak respectfully. Everybody, young and old,
in Avonlea calls me Marilla except the minister. He says
Miss Cuthbert—when he thinks of it."

"T'd love to call you Aunt Marilla," said Anne wistfully.
"T've never had an aunt or any relation at all—not even
a grandmother. It would make me feel as if I really
belonged to you. Can't I call you Aunt Marilla?"

"No. I'm not your aunt and I don't believe in calling
people names that don't belong to them."
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| more than glad. I'm so happy. 1T Ty to De
It will be uphill work, I expect, for Mrs.
often told me I was desperately wicked.

I'll do my very best. But can you tell me why
?ll

)se it's because you're all excited and worked
Marilla disapprovingly. "Sit down on that chair
» calm yourself. I'm afraid you both cry and
too easily. Yes, you can stay here and we will
right by you. You must go to school; but it's
tnight till vacation so it isn't worth while for
rt before it opens again in September."

m I to call you?" asked Anne. "Shall I always
uthbert? Can I call you Aunt Marilla?"

—~

careful to speak respectfully. Everybody, young anc
in Avonlea calls me Marilla except the minister. He
Miss Cuthbert—when he thinks of it."

"T'd love to call you Aunt Marilla," said Anne wisi
"I've never had an aunt or any relation at all—not
a grandmother. It would make me feel as if I |
belonged to you. Can't I call you Aunt Marilla?"

"No. I'm not your aunt and I don't believe in c
people names that don't belong to them."

"But we could imagine you were my aunt."
"T couldn't," said Marilla grimly.

"Do you never imagine things different from
they really are?" asked Anne wide-eyed.
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