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Fire caused by Lithium Battery

On October 13 (Tue), 2020, a fire broke out at
Nishi-Kaizuka Environment Center. It was presumably
caused by a small-size rechargeable battery which is
incorporated in products such as mobile phones. The
repairs will cost a lot of money (a few hundred million
yen) and time. In order to prevent the recurrence of the
similar fire, please do not place combustible items in
garbage collection areas.

Small-size rechargeable batteries include NiCad
batteries, nickel batteries and lithium-ion Dbatteries,
which are incorporated in the following products:

Digital cameras, video cameras, portable DVD
players, laptop computers, mobile phones, portable
game players, vacuum cleaners, power-assisted
bicycles, heated tabaco products, electronic
cigarettes, electric shavers, electric tooth brushes,
mobile batteries, etc.

These small-size rechargeable batteries are collected
at electric appliance stores and home improvement
centers. However, those used in electric appliances
such as heated tabaco products, electronic cigarettes,
electric shavers, electric tooth brushes and mobile
batteries are difficult to remove. Please do not try to
break up a product to take out the battery, as it may
ignite. If you have one of these items, please bring it as
is to one of the following public facilities: Ageo City Hall,
Hirakata = Haraichi - Oishi - Kamihira - Oya - Oyamadai -
Ageo-eki branch office, or Nishi-Kaizuka Environment
Center, and place it in
the “Compact Appliances Collection
Box” located at the facility.

Filing Taxes

Municipal/prefectural (resident) tax returns may be
filed from February 16 (Tue.) through March 15 (Mon.).
Failure to file a resident tax return may prevent
residents from obtaining certain vital documents, such
as income certificates, which are required in order to
apply for benefits such as enrollment in nursery school
and public housing.
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At the end of January, resident tax return forms were
sent to those who filed a resident tax return last year.
Forms are available at Shiminzei-ka (2F of City Hall)
and City Hall branch offices. They can be downloaded
from City’s website as well.

If you were registered as a resident of the city of
Ageo as of January 1, 2021, you are required to file a
resident tax return whether or not you had any income
in 2020. However, if you meet any of the foIIowmg
conditions, you don’t need to do so:

@ You have filed a final tax return
(filing a return for refund included).

@ Last year’s income consisted of a salary paid from
one company only, and your employer has
submitted a salary payment report to the city of
Ageo. * Please confirm with your company that
the report was submitted.

@ Last year’s income was only public pension.

@ You had no income last year and are the legal
dependent of a family member living in Ageo,
according to the tax code.

* |If you fall under either @ or ® and have not filed
a final tax return, but wish to apply for any income
deductions, such as a medical expense deduction,
dependent deduction, and/or tax deductions, you need
to file a resident tax return.

Offices for filing the resident tax return will be
temporarily set up for each area. You can file your
resident tax return at the designated venue, or by
sending your return to Shiminzei-ka, or by dropping it at
the acceptance box located at Shiminzei-ka. In order to
prevent the spread of Covid-19, you are Kkindly
requested to file by postal mail as much as possible. In
that case, it is possible to do so even before February
15 (Mon.)

— Shiminzei-ka (Municipal Tax Section)
(362-8501 Honcho 3-1-1)
Tel. 048-775-5131 - 5132
Fax 048-775-9846

Automatic Withdrawal
to Pay National Pension Premiums

You will receive a greater discount on your National
Pension contributions if you pay in advance through the
automatic bank account withdrawal system rather than
paying in cash. If you make a one-year lump-sum
payment in advance in cash, the discount is 3,520 yen.
However, if you make an advance payment using the
automatic bank account withdrawal system, the
discount will be 4,160 yen (the amount in the fiscal year
of 2020). A greater discount is also given when using
the automatic withdrawal system for a 6-month lump-
sum advance payment. You may also make a 2-year
lump-sum advance payment using this system. In this
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case, the discount will be approximately 15,000 yen.

To apply, please bring your ID such as a Residence
Card, national pension book or payment slip, bankbook
and seal used for the bank account, to the financial
institution or Omiya Pension Office. * To make lump-
sum advance payments through the automatic
withdrawal system, you need to apply by February 26
(Fri); this does not include payments applicable to the
latter half of this fiscal year (October ~ March).

— Hoken-nenkin-ka (1F of City Hall)
(Health Insurance and Pension Section)
Tel. 048-775-5137 / Fax 048-775-9827
Omiya Pension Office
(Saitama-shi, Kita-ku, A
Miyahara-cho 4-19-9) Q .
Tel. 048-652-3399 s |

Assistance for Educational Expenses

Ageo City partially covers necessary educational
°l expenses, such as expenses for school supplies and
school lunches, for parents or guardians of children in
elementary and/or junior high schools who have
financial difficulty (Note that income restrictions apply).
If you have just moved into Ageo or you have come to
need assistance because your financial status changed
you may apply for this assistance any time. Even if you
have already received assistance for school supplies
exclusively for new 1%t and 7" graders before your
children enter school, you need to newly apply for this
assistance.

Application: Application forms are available at city-run
elementary and junior high schools and
Gakumu-ka. Forms can be downloaded from
City’'s website as well. Please fill out the
application form, and submit it along with other
necessary documents to schools that your
children are attending (or will enter), or to
Gakumu-ka if your children are attending (or will
enter) national and/or prefectural schools.

— Gakumu-ka (School Affairs Section)
Tel. 048-775-9604
Fax 048-775-5633

Vaccinations

Measles & rubella vaccination (Part 2) will be given
to eligible children, free of charge, until March 31(Wed)
only. You will be charged starting from April 1. So, don’t

miss this vaccination opportunity.
For: Children born between April 2, 2014 and April 1,

2015

What to bring: Maternal and Child Health Handbook
and Doctor’'s question sheet (available at
Kodomoshien-ka/Child Support Section, Higashi
and Nishi Hoken Center, City Hall's branch offices
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and designated medical institutions in Ageo)
Application: Contact any of the designated medical
institutions
— Higashi Hoken Center (East Public Health Center)
Tel. 048-774-1414 | Fax 048-774-8188

Gakudo Hoikusho

If you wish to enroll your children in Gakudo
Hoikusho (after-school day care) for the new school
year beginning in April but couldn’t apply for the
enrollment because you were not yet a resident of Ageo
or for any other reason, please contact Ageo Gakudo
Club no Kai. Your application will be accepted.
— Ageo Gakudo Club no Kai

Tel. 048-771-6945 / Fax 048-777-5790

Bean-throwing
The bean-throwing, Mamemaki in Japanese, is the
traditional ceremony, held on Setsubun (February 2),
the day before the first day of spring according to the
lunar calendar. People throw roasted dried soybeans
inside and outside of home in order to bring in good
fortune and drive away evil spirits, shouting “Oniwasoto

Fukuwauchi !” (Devil out, Fortune in!).

Hello Corner Schedule for February
Counselling on Mondays
When: February 1, 8 and 15
Where: 1F of the City Hall Annex #3
(Building across from City Hall)
* Hello Corner will not be held
on the 4™ Monday, February 22.

Counselling on Saturday
When: February 27
Where: Meeting room #501 on 5F of City Hall
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Hello Corner offers counseling service to non-Japanese residents in Ageo.

Hours and Languages: 9:00 a.m. ~ noon
1:00 ~ 4:00 p.m.
Telephone counselling: 048-775-5111

English / Spanish
Spanish / Chinese / Portuguese
Tell the switchboard operator, “Hello Corner onegai-shimasu.”

Hello Corner News is posted on Ageo City website (http://www.city.ageo.lg.jp/). It will be sent to you by

mail if you live in Ageo and wish to have it delivered to your house.

For details, contact Shimin-Kyodo-

Suishin-Ka (Community Collaboration Support Section).
Tel. 048-775-4597 /| Fax 048-775-0007 / s53000@city.ageo.lg.jp
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